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Course 4 
Part 1

‘Pen and Ink’

A GOLDEN RULE:
DO NOT GIVE UP

Keep drawing from your heart and from your soul.
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 By the time we start on this course, we know how to see and to feel, and we 
know some materials.  

 We are now going to work with pen and ink, or the so-called ‘once-and-for-all-
technique’. Because, once one line is on paper, it is final. 
This makes this way of drawing the most difficult technique you can master. 

 The tips I told you in the other courses are very important in this new course 
too. Practicing, drawing over and over, is the only way to master drawing. 
Practicing is the key and you will see that every drawing will be better than the 
previous. Let me first introduce some of the materials that you will work with. 
Then we will look at some techniques. 
Keep in mind: keep going, never give up and your drawings will get better each time!

 Let us first look at the pen. There are many different drawing pens on the 
market. A lot of them are also used in schools, or at your work. 
But there are also some typical pens used only for pen and ink drawing. 
A simple piece of bamboo trimmed to a point or a dried cow parsley stalk can be a 
perfect pen too. An older version of the pen is the quill. 
Nice effects can be achieved with these simple tools. 
In pen and ink drawing, one can also use brushes. 
Personally, I am not very fond of it, because it is more like painting with ink. 
I believe that a pen drawing must be made with pen and ink. 
The brush is a ‘fast tool’ to give your drawing some shades or levels quickly. 
Most of the time, in the beginning of pen drawing and also later on, old masters used 
this technique as a fast sketching tool.

Session 1

Materials

Introduction
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A simple ballpoint

Bamboo, parsley stalk, quill and match stick

Technical pen

 There are many different sizes of dip pens, some having small reservoirs. 
A simple ballpoint can be used to create some typical drawings. 
There are also technical pens, such as Rotring. 
These were used for technical drawings, before the computer age. 
Personally, I don’t like these technical pens for pen drawings, because the lines do not 
have different strokes. 

 I will briefly discuss each of these pens below. 

 All of these make perfect drawing tools and you should experiment with them. 
Use a scalpel to create a sharp point at the end of these tools and end up with a fine 
tool for making fast sketches. 

 This is a tool that also has some typical lines. 
I did some experiments with it and it is nice to see what is possible. 
There are thin ballpoints, which are perfect for details, and thicker ones for the broader 
lines. The good thing is that you do not have problems with spilled ink. 

 Technical pens are made for the exact lines required in technical and 
architectural drawings. They are available from 0.1 mm to 2 mm and up! As I said, 
these pens make exactly the same line from the beginning to the end. In my opinion, 
they do not make good tools for loose drawing.
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 These are used primarily for calligraphy. 
The pens come in different shapes and sizes.

 If I showed you the different pens,
would it be difficult to find the right one?
I do not think so. 

 I do all my drawings with one type of pen. With that pen, 
I can make thin lines, thick lines and fat lines, shades et cetera. 
In the beginning, use only the quill pen shown here, to find out 
what pen drawing is. Later, you may use some other pens, 
but start with this one. 

 A quill pen, also called a 
mapping pen, is only available in a 
single size. 
Normally, I use a pen for 5 to 10 hours 
for the perfect thin lines and shades. 
Then, I take a new one if I need to draw 
more thin lines. 
Do not throw the old 
pen away! It is a perfect pen for thicker 
lines. 
This pen for thicker lines, is perfect for bold fat lines later on.
I use a pen over and over, until it is too old and the point is completely broken. 
I generally use 5 different pens, thin lines (new pen) thick bold lines (oldest pen).

Drawing and script pens
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 Black ink was the first to come onto the market. 
Later, color inks came out.

 At the beginning of pen drawing, ink was made from 
Chinese ink sticks. It is more than 2000 years old. 
You rub the stick on an ink stone with water on it, the resultant 
solution is drawing ink. 

 This is available in a strong glossy line. 
It can be diluted with water to make the color lighter. 
When it is thinner,it is also more suitable for making sharper lines. 
Personally, I always use this ink and it works perfectly. 

 This ink is made for technical pens and also suitable for pen drawing.

 These inks are weather-resistant, but NOT all are color-fast! 
They will fade after some time.

 This is used for working on 
colored paper. 
It can create nice effects and you should  
experiment also with this ink.

Session 2

Inks

The oldest ink

Indian ink

Filler bottles

Colored inks

Chinese white
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 If you use a dip pen, you need to hold your pen loosely. This allows you to 
make firm strokes and dark areas, and cross-hatching the way you want. 
Do not hold the pen between your fingers too tightly, or you will end up IN the paper 
rather than ON it. 

 Technical pens: hold these 
straight up to get nice clean lines. 
Dip pens need to be held at about 
45 degrees, just like a ballpoint.

 The most important thing in the 
pen and ink technique is to find what kind of 
paper you want to use. Shown here are some differences in paper with the same pen 
and lines. 

 As you can see, soft paper does not work, because the lines are going 
everywhere. The lines decide for themselves where to go and what to do. 

 Hard papers with more gum and which have been hard pressed, are perfect for 
thin lines. Decide for yourself which paper you like most. I prefer Schulerhammer or 
Duifjes paper, but I am sure there are other good ones.

Session 3

Paper

TIP
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 DO NOT BUY watercolor paper or sketchbooks for ink drawings. 
They are too soft. 

 If you decide to use soft paper, later on, you will not be able to make small
corrections. Small corrections are only possible on hard-pressed paper. 
Normal paper does not allow such corrections. The lines are final. Also use different 
colored papers, which are nice to achieve particular effects or create certain moods you 
want to draw. White ink on dark paper also creates nice effects. 

 Do not be afraid of drawing with pen and ink. With final strokes on paper, you 
will see the unlimited possibilities of this medium. 
I love to draw with this medium and the details you can make, are numerous. 

 Your first drawings will not be your best ones, as you need to learn the feeling 
of the relation between pen/ink and paper first.

 I will now show you some different strokes and 
basics for drawing with pen and ink. Again, you need to 
practice a lot, do not be afraid and keep going. 

 If you add some water to the ink, you will get lines
that fade. See the results with different diluted inks. 

 All lines are hard, but as you can see, there are some 
differences between the lines. All lines are made with the 
same pen. You have read a lot now and need some action. 
Do you have paper, pen and ink in front of you?

Exercise 1

Regular ink in bottle
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Exercise 2

TIP

Session 4

Applying ink

 Take a small piece of paper (25 x 40 cm), 
look around you and choose a small detail of a 
flower, can, chair or something else. 
Start drawing, yes, just start and put the lines on 
your piece of paper. Do not be afraid, it is the
beginning and the ink will be all around you! 
I can hear you all saying, this is the most difficult 
drawing I made. 
Don’t worry, all famous artists sometimes use pen and ink. 
Usually for sketching details, but it is also a perfect medium for studies.

 If you use a small ink bottle, the best way to prevent the bottle from falling, is 
to do the following. Take a low plastic can or a box and tape this to your table. 
Place your small bottle in this container, so if it falls, you do not get the ink on your 
drawing table and paper.

 So, you have made your first pen drawing and perhaps you think that it should 
also be your last. But keep going. I will give you some more tips and lessons to feel 
comfortable with the medium. The first thing you need to do, is find a paper that you 
are comfortable with. Ask the art seller if you can buy single sheets of different papers 
and ask for the hardest paper he has. At home, find out which paper is the best for you. 

 First of all, feel your paper; does it have a hard surface and is it thick enough? 
Then do some tests with lines on that paper. Does it feel right? Are the lines okay? 
Then that’s your paper!
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 I will now show you the different lines that are possible in pen and ink. 
The most important tip in the beginning is not to move your pen forwards and 
backwards. This will cause spots of black ink on your paper, because the pen will end 
up in the sheet of paper. 

 Hold your pen between your thumb and fingers, as if you were writing a letter. 
About 45 degrees to the paper is the perfect angle. Then, with your pen up, move it 
away from you. Do not move the pen backwards! Lift your pen up and move it up 
every time. This will give you some examples of what it is like to use your pen.

 Practice these lines over and over on a piece of paper. It is very important to get 
these lines under control. Then move to some more difficult lines (circles and crooked 
lines) and practice this too. Shown here are some drawings of simple lines. 
Copy them to get some experience creating these kinds of lines.

The way to success 

Exercise 3
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Starting a drawing

Exercise 4

TIP

 Always keep a small piece of cotton in your hand

 The reason is that when you dip your pen in 
the ink bottle, there is always too much ink 
on the pen. If you have too much ink on 
your pen, it will leak onto your paper and 
may destroy your drawing.

 

 Here are some guidelines for 
setting up a pen drawing.

 First decide on an object. 
See and feel your object, know what the 
problems will be. 
Take the paper you think is the best for 
this job. With a pencil, put down 
some guidelines to get the perfect setup 
and proportions. 
The lines must be soft, not too 
hard, they only have to be guidelines.
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