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Courses 5 
Part 2

‘Perspective’

A GOLDEN RULE:
DO NOT GIVE UP

Keep drawing from your heart and from your soul.
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 Working with colors is wonderful. You can transfer the whole atmosphere and 
all your feelings on paper. Colors are very powerful media. 
Make a drawing with realistic colors. 

Remember that the further away the object is from the main object, the more the 
colors will fade.

 Make the same drawing, but use different colors from the ones you see in the 
real world, for example; a red road, a purple sky and so on. Do not fade any colors in 
this drawing, but use only bright ones. This is a completely different exercise, but now 
you can see and feel that colors are very important for what you want to express in 
your drawing.

 You see everything around you in perspective, from that small box or plant in 
front of you to the tallest building behind you. 

 What is perspective? 
Just think of the example of the pencil and the house a little while ago: that is 
perspective. Everything close to you appears larger than what is far away from you.

 A simple answer is that the earth is round and when we look around everything 
has an end. This end passes into the sky. The place where this happens, is the horizon. 

 Behind this horizon, we cannot see anything, it is too far away from us, out of 
our range of sight. This is because the earth is a round object and every object has an 
end. For our eyes, everything comes together on this horizon, all lines end there. 

 This is easily illustrated by taking a simple road you drive on. You know there 
is no end, but your eyes tell you there is an end and you cannot go further. Is it possible 
to see the end of the world when you are on the beach? Looking at the horizon, we see 
this as the place where the earth meets the sky.

Exercise 8

Session 5

Linear perspective
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 What we learned in the first course was to see and feel things. 
This is what we need to do over and over. 

 Now we are going to start our first experiment. 
Choose a simple object in your room. 
Sketch it on your piece of paper and find out the end of these lines that we call
vanishing points. 
It is not easy to do without practice. But what I want to make you realize is that even 
without this knowledge, you are still able to see these things. 

 Take a photograph or a simple object. Find out where the lines end and come 
together. Do not be afraid to take your ruler and draw these lines. After you find the 
horizon, put the photo away. With these lines, we can see later if we did this exercise 
right.

 (Answer on the last page)

Exercise 9

Exercise 10
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Vanishing point

Horizon

Help lines

 Standing at eye level, your horizon is halfway the paper. 
Sitting in your car your horizon is 1/3 from the bottom of your paper.
Flying in a plane, your horizon is 2/3 from the bottom of your paper.

  Car   Standing    Airplane

Explaining line points

Fact
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 Draw a horizon at ¼ from the top of your paper. 
Draw a box under that horizon. Make a vanishing point on your horizon. 
Draw a line from each of the four corners of 
the box to this vanishing point. Draw a second 
box behind the first one, inside these four lines. 
Now you can see that you have made your first 
perspective drawing of a box.

 Draw your room. 
All lines should go to eye level (horizon). Draw the lines from your floor, walls and 
ceiling (see example). Find your vanishing point. Put some other things in your room.

Exercise 11

Exercise 12
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 Is it too much? No problem, here is a little help.

 - Choose one of the following pictures or make a photograph of your room.  
   Make a light copy of it on a large piece of paper. Take some tracing paper and  
   draw the master lines. These lines are your guidelines for drawing your room.

 - Now draw your room from that photograph and create the same lines yourself  
   on a new piece of paper. No tracing paper, no copy!

 - Draw the same room again from the same spot where the photograph was
   taken. No tracing paper, no copy, no photograph! 

 You see it is working and maybe the first time you do this, your drawing will     
seem a disaster. You will see if you draw this over and over, you will finally get your 
room on that paper without help. 

 This exercise can also be done with magazine pictures or other photographs. 
What you have to learn to see is those important master lines. Do not be afraid of 
making errors, you can always take a step back and start again. But you will certainly 
get the feeling and touch with these lines.

 In complex drawings with various objects, there will be more vanishing 
points. See the drawing again.

Clue
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 Remember that I told you about vanishing points? 
Where everything disappears behind the horizon. 
These examples show you good and bad perspectives. As an exercise, trace the good 
examples and find the different master lines. 
Trace them and you can finish the drawing.

 First of all, the good and bad perspectives of a simple house.

 The good and bad perspectives of a table.

Session 6

Vanishing points and master lines

Example 1

Example 2
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 How to draw exact ellipses (a good and a bad example).

 Example of a perspective with one vanishing point .

Examples 3 and 4

Example 5
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 Examples of a perspective with two vanishing points.

 Example of a perspective with three vanishing points.

   
      The third point is way beyond this paper.

Example 6

Example 7



-1�-

Session 7

Drawing an ellipse and finding a perspective center

Example 8

Example 9

 First of all, you need to find a ‘perspective center’ for your object (circle). 
This is because you need to find out where you have to draw your ‘helping lines’. 
These lines are needed to calculate where to draw your final lines. It does not matter 
how the perspective is; you can always find the middle by connecting the corners with 
each other. This is shown in the example.

 If you know how to find the perspective center, you can draw your ellipse in 
perspective.
There are 4 points where the circle touches the square and these points are important.
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1

2

3

 If you want to draw more ellipses, you can find the exact point by following the 
next step. 

Connect the upper left corner (1) with the centre (2).

Below right you get the beginning of the new second vertical line (3).

Example 10
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 Copy the examples (A, B, C) in your sketchbook and use these lines.
Discover the way in which these lines come together and provide a perspective look.

Example A

Exercise 13
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Answer of exercise 9, Course perspective
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