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These courses were written by John Baselmans

Drawings and illustrations are from the hand of John Baselmans

I hope that you will be one of a new generation of artists.
With thanks to all those people who have supported me.

Copyrights

I won’t put all the usual ‘don’ts’ here, but I hope that you respect my work.
At least let me know when you use any part from this book.

For my address, please visit my website http://www.johnbaselmans.com
There you can also find other free courses and explanations of my drawings.

Thank you.
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Course 4 
Part 3

‘Pen and Ink’

A GOLDEN RULE:
DO NOT GIVE UP

Keep drawing from your heart and from your soul.
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 There are more possibilities and combinations 
that you can use with pen and ink. 
Here are some drawings. 

 The advantages of this technique in drawing human faces, are that shades can 
be created quicker and more easily. This technique is a perfect combination for adding 
soft shades in places where you need thin lines in ink. 

 This technique works very well in all 
kinds of drawings. From humans to landscapes 
or pets, you can make beautiful drawings.
It is perfect for drawing flowers, you can 
almost smell the flowers. 
In combination with the two techniques, 
you have a perfect tool for making very
detailed drawings.

 Indeed, this is possible and works perfectly if you want to make large 
drawings. Pastels are also perfect tools for 
creating light areas in human faces. 
The problem with this combination is that
the pen will fill up with chalk quickly and 
you need to clean the pen frequently. 
But it is a nice combination and you can 
add some beautiful details in these 
drawings.

Session 9

Possibilities

The first is pen and ink combined with black pencil

In the second, pen and ink is combined with color pencil

The third is pen and pastel
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 This is another possibility, but you first need to make your painting. 
When the painting is dry, you can create a pen drawing on its surface. You may add 
lots of details and get the perfect combination of hard colors and black ink. 

 These are the most common combinations and I am sure that you will find 
many other combinations and techniques when you work in pen and ink. 

 Pen drawing is the way to express yourself in ink on paper. Two things: they are 
final! Do you think? Ink on paper is normally final and it is impossible to get the ink 
off your paper. Yes, that is true, but in pen drawing, we have some room. 
There is a technique in which you use pen and ink together with a scalpel. 
Because the paper is thick and hard, the ink does not go through the paper. 
It is on its surface and only penetrates the paper a little. It is therefore possible to fade 
some pen lines from your paper with the scalpel.

 Hold the scalpel horizontally and rub it 
gently over the line. You will see the line starting 
to fade. Do not rub too hard, or you will go through 
the paper, or damage it. Use this technique only if 
you want to correct some small lines. It cannot be
used for large sections, because you will find the 
paper too soft in those places. The ink will  fade away in that place and the colors will 
change. Practice this on old pieces of drawing paper with different lines.

 A knife is another good tool for bringing some light parts to human hair, but 
also in drawings of birds, cats, dogs and leaves. 
The knife is a perfect tool for fine lines. 

 

Pen and ink and watercolor

Session 10

Exercise 13
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 Another example of pen drawings is cartoons. 
Cartoon drawing is a complete different technique, but many cartoonists work with pen 
and ink, using technical pens or markers. 

 To describe the use of pen and ink for cartoons, would require an entire course, 
because it is a completely different way of drawing.

Session 11
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 Pen and ink drawing, as you will see, is a technique that you will never master 
completely. 
I have been drawing for over 35 years now and every time I find new problems and 
new possibilities in pen drawing.
It is a technique with many different styles. 
By drawing in pen and ink over and over again, you will find your own way and create 
your own style. 

 Combine pen and ink with pencil, to have the perfect tool for drawing children 
and human faces. 

 Pen drawing is a technique in which you can even draw what a hawk can see. 
You are able to draw detail on detail and can take this very far. 
The message from my earlier lessons applies here too: You can do it. 
Whatever is in your mind, you can put on paper. 
Do not listen to what other people say. 
You are the artist and you are the one who sees it that way. 

   
   Keep drawing and go on, do not give up.

Session 12

Conclusion



-�-

 
 All great artists become great artists because;

 - They do not listen to others. 

 - They are not afraid to put something on paper. 

 - They practice every day, day in day out, 
    and sleep with their drawings. 
   
 - They use their feelings, mind and heart. 

   You can do it too! 

   GOOD LUCK
 
 For more information, see my website http://www.johnbaselmans.com
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